
 

 

       

June/July 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the second half of the Summer Term, and I hope that you have had a relaxing half term.  

Events before the break were moving at a considerable pace and information was imparted by letter. However, the Newsletter 

will serve to round up the news in more detail. At the beginning of May, the children in Year 6 took the statutory, national 

tests (S.A.T.’s) relating to the new, and challenging, curriculum. They worked very hard; were well rehearsed and confident. At 

the end of May, the children in Year 2 took the statutory, national tests (S.A.T.’s) relating to the new, and challenging, 

curriculum. In this case, the timetable for the tests was not statutory. Rather, they had to be taken within a time frame, 

enabling schools to gauge the best time and to help mitigate pressure.   The children worked very hard and seemed to enjoy 

the change to the normal routine. The next statutory test will be Phonics Screening, and the end of year assessments, for all 

remaining year groups, will take place over the course of the next few weeks .  School Reports will be sent out at the end of 

June, beginning of July and you will have the opportunity to discuss their content with your child’s teacher.  

In mid-May, the older children visited Beaumanor Hall and Park for their residential.  The weather was atrocious but this did 

not daunt the children. They participated fully in every activity and exercised the tenacity, sportsmanship and impeccable 

behaviour that we have come to expect.  Residential visits  provide excellent opportunities for children to challenge 

themselves through climbing technically challenging, and very high, rock faces; manoeuvring around a taxing high wire system, 

many metres from the ground,; abseiling to the ground below; canoeing and negotiating weirs and locks;  learning the skills of 

archery and participating in a variety of other team-building activities. The children know that they have been tested and they 

appreciate the subtlety of the life-skills being imparted. It is a most valuable experience. The team at Beaumanor Hall was 

unanimous in complimenting  the children on their spirit and skill.  Many thanks to Mrs. Kearns, Mr. Lester and Mr. Lol for 

their incredible support – particularly given the wet conditions. 

The building works are nearing the halfway stage and progress is almost running to schedule, with minor difficulties in respect 

of the brickworks having affected the pace. It is anticipated that time will be recovered sufficient to allow the school to 

transfer all fixtures and fittings from the original building into the new building in time for the beginning of the summer 

holiday. Then, the refurbishment (Phase 3) will begin. This will be a significant undertaking  and a major part of the whole 

project. 

Mrs E Moore 
Headteacher 
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Overnight Camp 

Not to be outdone, Year 2 children camped overnight in the Forest School. For their stay, they had 

the best of weather and were able to fully exploit the lighter and longer nights, which was helpful in 

terms of their being able to explore the nightlife.  

As Year 2s, we spent a night under canvas on Friday camping over at Forest School. What fun we 

had! The weather was glorious and we were SO excited. We helped to pitch the huge tent (big 

enough for 13 children and 3 adults) by putting together the poles, hammering in the pegs and 

putting out the guy ropes. We then decided who was sleeping where and set up our beds. We ate hot 

dogs and jacket potatoes with cheese which Miss Berry and Mrs Bennett cooked over the fire and 

enjoyed ice lollies as it was so hot! We had great fun den building, making swings, doing limbo, 

creating homes for animals and generally exploring forest school then, when it was late, we changed 

into our pyjamas. Like true campers, we brushed our teeth in the great outdoors, the highlight of 

this being the spitting competition into the bushes! A midnight feast before bedtime and we 

eventually settled to sleep but were all awake again at 5am! Breakfast cooked on the fire and time 

to pack up and take the tent down. What an experience it was!  

Thermo-FisherScientific 

Scientists from the international scientific equipment firm, came to Thrussington School, to hold two 

workshops with the children. They demonstrated a range of sophisticated microscopes used in 

industry and the children were able to conduct a forensic investigation by identifying fibres, cells, 

molecular structure of chocolate. They also explored the intrigue that is chromatography. As a result 

of this collaboration, the school is to be awarded a valuable microscope and accessories during a 

forthcoming visit to Thermo-FisherScientific, Loughborough. 

The school has been awarded three complex microscopes and comera. 

This links very well with the Science teaching and learning that takes place at Thrussington, as the 

whole school contributes to a very comprehensive and extensive portfolio for the national Primary 

Science Quality Mark. As a National Teaching School and a National Support School, the 

Thrussington has developed a mature outreach programme with schools, universities and industry, 

which is a pre-requisite of the PSQM Gold Award. If successful, this will be the second, consecutive 

Gold award.  

 



 

 

Diary 
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11.07.17 School performance 2.00pm and 6.30pm 

12.07.17 Whole school visit to St Philip’s Centre 

13.07.17 9.30am Sports’ morning 

  2.00pm Leavers Service at Holy Trinity Church 

  School closes to children 

14.07.17 Staff in school 

29.08.17 Staff in school 

30.08.17 School re-opens to children 

13-15.09.17 Years 3 & 4 Beaumanor residential 

Music Award 
 

Over the last year we have been implementing a new scheme of work for music and working 
hard to increase the number of musical opportunities at Thrussington. A whopping 60% of 
children at the school now take part in at least one extra curricular music opportunity! As a 
result of our hard work, we were delighted to be informed that we have been awarded the 

Bronze Quality Mark for Music by the Leicestershire Music Hub. They recognised the 
improvement in music teaching and opportunities at the school. Next year we will continue to 

build on this and work towards our silver award. Thank you to you all for involving your 
children in music at Thrussington. 

 

Swallows and Amazons 

In early June, Class 3 visited Loughborough High School to see a performance of 

Arthur Ransome’s “Swallows and Amazons”. This was an ambitious production of a 

classic story, with very inventive improvisation of sets.  The children were able to 

appreciate how a story can be adapted to a stage production, together with the skills 

and knowledge required as well as enjoy a classic story. 


